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CTCL CODE OF CONDUCT

FOR PLAYERS, UMPIRES & TEAM OFFICIALS

Applicable to incidents occurring not before August 6, 2006
Central Texas Cricket League Disciplinary Committee (CTCL-DC) will hear all disciplinary matters involving teams, players and umpires competing in all CTCL games. CTCL-DC shall use this Code of Conduct to address any issues related to all CTCL games (intra-League or inter-League, preseason or playoffs or QoC games). If any issue is not addressed in this Code of Conduct, ICC Code of Conduct for players, officials & umpires shall be referred.

Section A: Persons/Matches covered

1. This code of conduct shall apply to:

    (a) Players

    (b) Team Officials; and

    (c) Umpires.

2. This code of conduct shall apply to all games played in CTCL.

Section B: CTCL Code of Conduct and Spirit of Cricket
The Code of Conduct incorporates the Spirit of Cricket, as set out below. It applies to all matches played under the auspices of the CTCL and may be applied to cricket in general. 

1. The Captains and umpires are responsible at all times for ensuring that play is conducted within the Spirit of Cricket as well as within the Laws. 

2. Players and teams must at all times accept the umpire's decision. Players must not show dissent at the Umpires decision or react in a provocative or disapproving manner towards another player or spectator. 

3. Players or team officials shall not intimidate, assault, or attempt to intimidate or assault an umpire, another player or spectator. 

4. Players and team officials shall not make racially abusive comments or offensive language, (known as sledging), nor indulge in racially abusive actions against players, officials, and spectators.

Section C: Disciplinary Offence 

1. Any player in the course of or in connection with a match to misconduct himself, to offend against the Code of Conduct or to act at any time to prejudice the good name or interests of the Leagues. 

2. Any team that fails to properly control or discipline its players or to act in a manner calculated to prejudice the good name or interests of the League or Competition. 

Any player or Team committing an offence shall be liable to penalties in the manner described hereafter. 

D. The Spirit of Cricket (Law 42)

1. “The Captains are responsible at all times for ensuring that play is conducted within the spirit of the game as well as within the Laws”. 

2. “Umpires are the sole judges of fair and unfair play”. 

If an Umpire decides that the Code of Conduct has been broken or an act of unfair play has taken place, the following options are available:

1. Give an informal warning

2. Give a formal warning to the player and inform the Captain that a formal warning has been given. Forward a written notification to the CTCL-DC that a level one formal warning was issued and details of the nature of the offence. 

3. One would expect that in the majority of cases that a formal warning would have been preceded by an informal warning, but if necessary the Umpire has the authority to issue a formal warning without having issued any informal warnings. 

4. Where a formal warning is appropriate the Umpire shall report any case of alleged misconduct to the CTCL-DC by telephone or email within two days of the offence followed by a written report by email within five days. Such reports must be sent to ctcl@centraltxcricket.org
5. In cases where no official umpires are appointed, all reports will be forwarded by captains to the CTCL-DC who in turn will refer to the first available disciplinary committee after the offence to decide the level of action, for everything other than a level one offence. The CTCL-DC to proceed in line with paragraph (6)

6. Upon the receipt of a report other than a level one warning, the CTCL-DC will refer matters to the Player and the Captain/Secretary of his Team and send details of the alleged offence together with copies of the Umpire's report or equivalent document describing the offence and provide at least five days notice of the date of the hearing. 

7. The Player or the Team shall be entitled to attend the hearing (in the case of a Team, by its Captain or other official) to be legally or otherwise represented, to call witnesses, present written statements from witnesses and object with validity to any member of the Disciplinary Committee. The decision of the Disciplinary Committee, after listening to the objections, may be final. 

8. The Disciplinary Committee shall have the power to impose one or more of the following penalties: 

(a). In the case of a Player:
                  i) A ban of one or more matches played under the auspices of the Leagues, the CTCL.         (All or part of the ban may be suspended for any period including going into the next season).

                  ii) CTCL Community Service

                  iii) A reprimand. 

                  iv) If a player does not aide by the CTCL decision, he could be expelled from league.

 (b). In the case of a Team:
                  i) A ban of one or more matches played under the auspices of the Leagues, the CTCL. (All or part of the ban may be suspended for any period including going into the next season).

                  ii) If a team does not aide by the CTCL decision, it could be expelled from the league.

      iii) A deduction of league points and/or a fine of not more than 200$. 


      iv) A reprimand

The decision of the Disciplinary Committee can be given orally at the end of the hearing and, whether given orally or not, must be given in writing to the player and the Captain of his Team within five days from the date of the hearing. 

E. Rules of Conduct – Offenses and Penalties

Offending party includes:

1. Any player that is part of the game in question, whether or not he was part of the playing 11, even if he was only a substitute fielder part of either team.

2. Any one or both the teams.

3. Players from either team who are not playing the game in question, and are there as spectators to support their respective teams, but have played in a previous CTCL game during the current season.


4. The officials, including umpires, CTCL officials on the ground officiating, watching or observing the game. 

Applies to all offending parties as the case may be. The CTCL-DC will adjudicate on the level of the offense for the offending party, and its decision may be final. For appealing see section G of this document.

Level 1

The Offences set out at 1.1 to 1.8 below are Level 1 Offences. The penalty for a Level 1 Offence shall be an official reprimand.
1.1 Abuse of cricket equipment or clothing, ground equipment or fixtures and fittings. 

1.2 Showing dissent at an umpire’s decision by action or verbal abuse. 

1.3 Using language that is obscene, offensive or insulting and/or the making of an obscene gesture 

1.4 Excessive appealing. 

1.5 Pointing or gesturing towards the pavilion in an aggressive manner by a bowler or other member of the fielding side upon the dismissal of a batsman. 

1.6 Offending party not following CTCL rules during a game and/or playing or officiating the game in an unfair manner.

1.7 Offending party conducting or behaving badly on or off the field (on the ground but outside the playing area).

1.8 Scheduled neutral umpire arriving late for the game. 

Level 2
The Offences set out at 2.1 to 2.7 below are Level 2 Offences. The Penalty for a Level 2 Offence shall be 1 Match ban and/or appropriate CTCL community service. 

2.1 Repeat of any Level 1 Offence within 6 months of such offence is considered as Level 2. 

2.2 Showing serious dissent at an umpire’s decision by action or verbal abuse. 

2.3 Inappropriate and deliberate physical contact between players in the course of play. 

2.4 Charging or advancing towards the umpire in an aggressive manner when appealing. 

2.5 Throwing the ball/bat/stumps near a player, umpire or official in an inappropriate and/or dangerous manner with an intention of injuring or intimidating that person. 

2.6 Any attempt to manipulate a match in regard to the result, net run rate, bonus points or otherwise. The Captain of any team guilty of such conduct shall be held responsible. 

2.7 Scheduled team umpire for not showing up for the game. (Level 2 ban + 3 pts deduction for the team)

Level 3

The Offences set out at 3.1 to 3.4 below are Level 3 Offences. The penalty for a Level 3 Offence shall be 2 Match ban with/without deduction of points for the team and/or appropriate CTCL community service.

3.1 Any Level 1 or Level 2 offence following a Level 2 Offence within 6 months of such offence is considered as Level 3. 

3.2 Any Level 2 offence following a Level 1 offence within 6 month of such offence is considered as Level 3.

3.3 Intimidation, threat of an umpire whether by language or conduct 

3.4 Threat of assault on another player, team official or spectator 

Level 4

The Offences set out at 4.1 to 4.6 below are Level 4 Offences. The Penalty for a Level 4 Offence shall be 3 match ban with/without deduction of points for the team and/or appropriate CTCL community service.

4.1 Any Level 1 or Level 2 or Level 3 offence following a Level 4 Offence within 6 months of such offence is considered as Level 4

4.2 Any Level 2 or Level 3 Offence following a Level 2 offence within 6 months of such offence is considered as Level 4.
4.3 Any Level 3 Offence following a Level 1 offence within 6 months of such offence is considered as Level 4.
4.4 Physical assault of another player, umpire, official or spectator. Player who starts the physical assault shall get additional 1 match ban. Person who self-defends that player is not guilty of Level 4.

4.5 Any act of violence on the field of play

4.6 Using language or gestures that seriously offends, insults, humiliates, intimidates, threatens, disparages or vilifies another person on the basis of that person’s race, religion, gender, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin.

F. Report Procedure:

Against Player/Team/Club/Spectator/Officials:

1. Umpire shall report any case of alleged misconduct to CTCL-DC by telephone or email within two days of the offence followed by a written report (use CTCL Report form) by email within five days of the incident. Email address to report to ctcl@centraltxcricket.org
2. Captains and/or concerned player shall report any case of alleged misconduct to CTCL-DC by telephone or email within two days of the offence followed by a written report (use CTCL Report form) by email within five days of the incident. Email address to report to is ctcl@centraltxcricket.org
Against Umpire:

Captains and/or concerned player shall report any case of alleged misconduct to CTCL-DC by telephone or email within two days of the offence followed by a written report (use CTCL Report form) by email within five days of the incident. Email address to report to is ctcl@centraltxcricket.org
G. Re-Appeal

The Player or Team may appeal against their sentence and other person involved. Notice of appeal must be given in writing/email within five days of the date that the notice of sentence is given to the Player and Team (i.e. either from the date of the hearing or from the date of the receipt of written notification). Upon giving notice of appeal the penalty shall not take effect pending the hearing of the appeal. 

The CTCL-DC will form an Appeal Sub-Committee which shall have at least 2 different people from the committee that heard the original case. 

The Player or the Team shall be entitled to attend the hearing (in the case of a Team, by its Captain or other official), to be legally or otherwise represented, to call witnesses or present written statements from witnesses and object with validity to any member of the Appeal Sub-Committee. The decision of the Re-Appeal Committee may be less, the same or more severe than the decision of the CTCL-DC. The decision of the Re-Appeal Committee, after listening to the objections will be final. 

Section H. Composition of Disciplinary and Appeal Sub-Committees 

A 5 member CTCL-DC Panel shall be appointed by the CTCL Executive team to handle any reports. The CTCL President shall be one of the members of the panel and shall Chair the Panel. For each disciplinary issue that is reported during the league, The CTCL President shall assign 3 members from this team to that issue. Such flexibility is provided to make it easier to form a CTCL-DC with members not belonging to the players/teams reported.
The CTCL-DC will keep a record of all proceedings and notify all CTCL Member Teams of action taken.
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